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Matthias Reischle, a national of Germany, is 

Deputy Director of the PCT Legal Division of the 

World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO).  

Matthias holds a degree from the University of 

Constance, Germany (1993), and a LL.M in 

European Legal Studies from the College of 

Europe, Belgium (1994).  After qualifying to 

practice law in Germany in 1996, he worked as a 

legal adviser for the International Labour 

Organization in Geneva.  Since joining the staff of the PCT Legal Division in 1998, 

he has participated in the drafting and implementation of various amendments to 

the Regulations under the PCT and other PCT-related texts such as the 

Administrative Instructions, various Guidelines, and publications such as the PCT 

Applicant's Guide and the PCT Newsletter.  He regularly participates in training 

courses, seminars and international-Ievel meetings on the PCT and advises 

applicants and their representatives concerning PCT procedure. 

 
  



 
Michael Neas is the Deputy Director of the International Patent 

Legal Administration (formerly PCT Legal) at the United States 

Patent & Trademark Office. Mr. Neas’ staff provides training on 

the filing and prosecution of PCT and U.S. national stage 

applications to inventors, applicants, patent practitioners and 

paralegals. His staff also provides training on the PCT to patent 

examiners and paralegals at the USPTO and provides direct 

assistance on PCT and U.S. national stage applications via the 

PCT Help Desk. Mr. Neas’ duties also include resolving legal 

issues involving the PCT, including petitions to the 

Commissioner in PCT and U.S. national stage applications. Mr. Neas also participates in 

international meetings and projects such as PCT Reform, PCT Working Group, Meetings 

of International Authorities, Patent Prosecution Highway and Trilateral and IP5 

Cooperation. Mr. Neas has spoken extensively on the PCT to organizations such as the 

AIPLA, local bar associations and foreign IP Offices. Mr. Neas came to the USPTO in 

1989 as a patent examiner. He became a Special Programs Examiner in PCT Legal in 

2000 and took his current position in 2006. Mr. Neas has a Bachelor of Science in 

mechanical engineering from North Carolina State University. 

 



Ann Bardini, a national of the United Kingdom, is Senior Business 

Analyst at the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) where 

she has worked since 1990.  As Head of the PCT Functional Support 

Section, she was responsible for the specification of the business 

requirements, process re-engineering and deployment strategy for the 

International Bureau’s electronic processing system that led to a fully paperless 

environment for PCT Operations at WIPO.  Since joining the PCT Business Development 

Division in 2009, she has been leading the business requirements for the design and 

implementation of the ePCT system, including its subsequent graphical user interface 

redesign and integration into the soon-to-be-launched WIPO IP Portal. 
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Carl Oppedahl is a partner in the Oppedahl Patent Law Firm LLC in Broomfield, Colorado. 

 
Carl has been doing intellectual property law for over twenty years.  He has written and prosecuted 

hundreds of patent applications, including US and PCT applications. 

 
He served a three-year term on the Board of Directors of the American Intellectual Property 

Owner's association.  He is now a Fellow of the AIPLA.  He is a past chair of the PCT Issues 

Committee of the AIPLA. 

 
Carl Oppedahl received his law degree from Harvard and has a bachelor's degree from Grinnell 

College.  As you can see in the WIPO PCT Newsletter, he serves many times per year as a 

consultant for WIPO, speaking on behalf of WIPO about PCT for seminars and CLE programs 

across the United States. 

 
Carl was the first person ever to e-file a PCT application through RO/US.   

 
Carl was the first person ever to e-file a PCT application using ePCT. 

 

  



Albert Keyack 
 

Albert Keyack is a Vice President at 

Kilburn and Strode.  He most recently 

served as the European Patent Office 

Attaché to the U.S. and prior to that served 

as the U.S. Attaché to Latin America, 

based in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.  Mr Keyack 

began his career in at a boutique patent 

law firm in Philadelphia. He has also 

practiced in general practice law firms and 

served as in-house counsel for both large 

companies and start-ups in Silicon Valley. 

He has counselled clients in all types of 

matters involving patents across a broad 

array of technologies as well as in a variety 

of transactional matters, including mergers and acquisitions, financing and patent 

licensing.  Albert earned a degree in Engineering from Villanova University and a law 

degree from the Rutgers University. He resides in Arlington, VA, just outside Washington, 

DC.  

  



Mark Guetlich 

 
Mark Guetlich is Chief IP Counsel at the emerging 

technology startup Viziv Technologies.  Mr. Guetlich 

has held previous government, industry, and law 

practice positions as Senior Counsel for International 

Policy and Government Affairs at the USPTO, founder 

of the Global IP Group, PLLC advising law firms in India 

and US, VP Managing Director of Patents at the SAP 

AG headquarters in Walldorf, Germany, and Director of 

International Patents and Licensing for Microsoft in 

Redmond, Washington.  Mr. Guetlich’s engineering career was as a Member of the 

Technical Staff at AT&T Bell Laboratories in Denver, Colorado.  Mr. Guetlich holds a Juris 

Doctor from University of Denver, and a Master of Science in Computer Science and 

Bachelor of Science in Education. 

 

 

  



Mary Drabnis  
 

Mary Drabnis is an attorney at McGlinchey Stafford PLLC.  

She has written patent applications on a variety of different 

subjects, concentrating on chemistry.  Areas of chemistry in 

which she has written patents include catalysis, biocides, 

curatives for polyurethanes, coatings, agricultural chemicals, 

flame retardants, and oilfield chemicals.  Mary worked as a 

technical consultant and then as a Patent Agent at John F. 

Sieberth & Associates (which became Sieberth & Patty, 

L.L.C, and later merged with McGlinchey Stafford PLLC).  Ms. 

Drabnis received her J.D. from Louisiana State University.  

She earned a Ph.D. in Chemistry from the University of Southern California, and her 

Bachelor's degree in Chemistry from Rutgers University (New Brunswick). 

 


