
PROGRAM AGENDA 

Thursday, June 27, 2019 

12:30 pm Registration 

1:00 pm 

Welcome & Opening Remarks 

• Sharon Israel, Chair, AIPLA PTAB Trial Committee   

• Chief Administrative Patent Judge Scott Boalick 

• USPTO Director Andrei Iancu (Invited) 

1:30 pm 

Precedential PTAB Decisions and the POP Review Process: What 

You Need to Know for Your Practice  

• Teresa (Terry) Stanek Rea, Crowell & Moring LLP (Moderator) 

• Vice Chief Administrative Patent Judge Scott Weidenfeller 

• Lead Administrative Patent Judge Kalyan Deshpande 

• Lead Administrative Patent Judge Michelle Ankenbrand 

Hear directly from the USPTO’s administrative patent judges on the 

PTAB’s new Precedential Opinion Panel process, the PTAB’s 

precedential decisions, and how you can take advantage of this 

process. 

2:15 pm 

Serial Petitions and Discretionary Denials: Pre-Institution 

Strategies for Petitioners and Patent Owners  

• Jonathan Bowser, Unified Patents (Moderator) 

• Lead Administrative Patent Judge Grace Karaffa Obermann 

• Scott McKeown, Ropes & Gray LLP 

• Bridget Smith, Knobbe Martens 

This expert panel will discuss the ins and outs of dealing with serial 

petitions and discretionary denials from the USPTO’s, petitioner’s and 

patent owner’s perspectives. 

3:15 pm Break 

3:30 pm 

Best Practices: Small Group Discussions  

Expert practitioners will lead discussions with USPTO administrative 

patent judges on the following topics: 

• New motion to amend pilot procedure 

• Real parties-in-interest 

• Sur-replies and supplemental information: when are they 

appropriate 

• When is it proper to request rehearing 

4:30 pm 

Behind the Curtain with PTAB Administrative Staff 

• Trenton Ward, Finnegan Henderson (Moderator) 

• USPTO Board Executive Dave Talbott 

• USPTO Chief Clerk of the Board Erica Swift 
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• USPTO Deputy Clerk, Paralegal Operations Maria King 

• USPTO Deputy Clerk, Hearing Operations Kulunie Cannon 

Hear directly from USPTO staff and learn more about what happens 

behind the curtain, who you may contact, etc.   

5:15 pm Reception Following for Participants – Lower Atrium 

 


