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New IT for the MPEP

What is happening:
The text is now represented in XML

Advantages:
Much faster to make and publish changes

» Timing limited only by legal review, not by IT
Easy to keep track of changes and make comparisons
Very easy to present with many different views

» pdf, html, other formats too if needed
» Will allow for sophisticated linking between sections

Makes major re-writes doable.
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New Online Discussion Tool

Allows stakeholders to:
Comment on proposed new sections/chapters
Suggest materials for existing sections, such as

» Examples of cases showing both sides of a rule
» Examples of reasons to combine that are sufficient 

to support obviousness
» Examples with case citations including active links to 

decisions
» Guidelines for when requirements are satisfied
» Definitions
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New Online Discussion Tool

Participants can:
Submit ideas about sections
Comment on other people’s ideas
Indicate agreement or disagreement with comments and 

ideas
Try it out!

http://uspto-mpep.ideascale.com

http://uspto-mpep.ideascale.com/
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Please Participate!

We have taken action on some of the ideas posted already.
We will be posting more chapters to discuss in the coming 

months.
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Thank you!
For more information or questions, call 

571-272-7701 or write to 
robert.clarke@uspto.gov 


	Help the USPTO improve the MPEP using an Online Collaboration Tool�
	New IT for the MPEP
	New Online Discussion Tool
	New Online Discussion Tool
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Please Participate!
	Slide Number 10

