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What is different now? 
● Global crises demand better innovation 

practices.
 

● Problem solving requires effective partnerships 
and collective action.

● Open evidence, including patent knowledge, is 
critical for new solutions.

● Trust in public institutions to advance the public 
interest needs to be restored.









Lens.org and Cambia
● Cambia, founded in 1992, started Patent 

Lens in 2001, the precursor of lens.org, the 
world’s first free and open full text patent 
search capability.

● In 2006, launched the world’s first public 
patent sequence search capability for 
United States patent applications.

● Since 2013, Lens.org has served the world 
most comprehensive public  Patent 
Sequence platform to navigate biological 
patents from over 17 jurisdictions.

● In 2011, with seed money from USPTO, Cambia 
began extracting and resolving non-patent 
literature strings in collaboration with NIH-NCBI 
and Crossref.

● By 2014, Cambia linked non-patent literature to 
patents and began serving the data, created 
PatCite and In4M metric to map influence of 
research on industry and foster meaningful 
partnerships.

● Lens honors privacy and confidentiality and its 
data is fully open, shareable and reusable.

● The platform has been up 24/7 for over 20 years.

https://www.lens.org/
https://www.lens.org/lens/patcite
https://www.nature.com/articles/nbt.4049


CURRENT OFFERINGS

Discovery, Analytics, And 
Management Tools

Collections  

 

In4M

API & Data Facility

Reports



September 2020

Lens Patent Data

105 jurisdictions

    • 68.8M patent families 

    • 722k biological patents

    • 360.6M patent sequences



September 2020

Lens Scholarly Data

    112.7M journal articles

    17.5M Books and book chapters

    7.3M conference proceedings

    4.2M works cited in patents

    74.1M works cited by other scholarly works

    1.6B scholarly citations



PATSEQ

Explore Biological Sequences 
in Patents

DNA and protein in patents are crucial to 
understand and harness new science for 
health, agriculture and the environment.  

Lens hosts the world’s largest publicly available 
database and toolkit for biological patents, 
with internal transparency.



 
Using DNA, RNA, or Protein sequences, 
search-privately and securely- for similar 
sequences that are disclosed in the Lens 
patent databases. The tool is based in part 
on the public NIH-NCBI BLAST program.  In 
the results view, compare sequence 
alignments or patent claims and/or 
export/embed findings. 

PatSeq Finder

Patent sequence search  
similarity tool



 

PATSEQ

Transparency in PatSeq data

1. Check which jurisdictions make their 
data publicly available in machine 
searchable format.

2. Compare biological patent holdings 
with those disclosed by patent offices.

3. Verify the level of overlap among the 
various data sources including those 
from public databases.



Using open persistent identifiers, 
funders, investors, researchers, or 
departments can discover and 
analyse  who in the industry has cited 
their works and map that influence on 
invention and innovation. 

PATCITE

Open Influence Mapping 
Facility



In4M: 
International Industry & 
Innovation Influence Mapping

An open, transparent and dynamic tool to 
explore, expose and measure the degree
to which an institution’s work
product influences outcomes for society, in 
myriad forms.



COLLECTIVE

The Lens Collective
Open.  Inclusive.  Comprehensive.  Enabling.  

Initially supported by the Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation, AP Sloan Foundation, The Rockefeller 
Foundation and Amazon Web Services. 

The Lens Collective allows government agencies, 
research institutions, foundations and enterprise to join, 
support, shape, use and benefit from a sustainable open 
infrastructure.  

Launching in January 2021. 
Beta members joining now.

 


