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Denise is a partner with Merchant & Gould in the firm's Minneapolis office.  She 
is a registered patent attorney with a practice in counseling biotechnology and 
pharmaceutical clients in strategic management of intellectual property assets, 
including worldwide patent portfolio management, product review, infringement 
and validity analysis and opinions, technology audits and diligence, patent 
prosecution, reexamination, and litigation support, including claim construction 
and expert witness services.   
 
Denise works with clients in chemical and biotechnology technical areas, 
including animal and plant genetics, organic small molecule and biological 
pharmaceuticals, recombinant polypeptides, antibody design and function, 
genetic profiling and screening, diagnostic and prognostic signature systems;  
interface of biomedical data and software, medical devices, and the like. 
 
Denise is active in the American Intellectual Property Law Association, and is 
currently and AIPLA Fellow and serves on the Amicus Committee.  She is a 
frequent speaker on Biotechnology Patent Law issues.   

 
Education 
Loyola College - B.S., Biology, Education, 1975 
University of Maryland, School of Medicine - M.S., Anatomy, 1982; Ph.D., 1987 
South Texas College of Law - J.D., Order of the Lytae, 1993 
 
Bar Admissions 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, 1989  
Texas State Bar, 1993  
U.S. District Court; Southern District of Texas, 1993  
Minnesota State Bar, 1996 
U.S. Supreme Court, 2006 
 
Professional Associations 
American Intellectual Property Law Association  
Federal Bar Association  
Licensing Executives Society 
Intellectual Property Owners 
 


